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Natalie Christie Peluso is an emerging researcher undertaking her PhD at The University
of Queensland. With over 20 years of international acclaim as an opera singer and voice
teacher, Natalie now channels this expertise into understanding social intelligence, using
data-driven approaches to address the complexity of naturalistic behaviour. Her current
focus is on facial movements, with future studies incorporating affective interoception.

« Scholar: Citations 210, h-index 3, i10-index 2 ©© ORCID ID: 0000-0001-5894-3018

EDUCATION

Doctor of Philosophy (Psychology) Jan 2024 - present

The University of Queensland - Brisbane, Australia

Supervisors: Associate Professor Jessica Taubert, Professor Julie D. Henry, Professor Eric

Vanman, Dr Amanda K. Robinson

Thesis: Understanding Human Social Cognition Using Naturalistic Facial Behaviour.

e Applying advanced psychophysical and behavioural techniques to determine the

visual features underlying the multidimensional attributes of wild-type naturalistic
expressions in healthy adult ageing, Parkinson'’s Disease, and adolescence.

Bachelor of Psychological Science (First Class Honours, GPA 6.75) Jan 2020 - Nov 2023
The University of Queensland - Brisbane, Australia

Thesis: Towards Ecological Validity in Expression Discrimination: Forced-Choice Saccadic
Responses to Posed and Naturalistic Stimuli.

Opera Studies & Post-Diploma Vocal Training 1996 - 1999
Guildhall School of Music and Drama - London, United Kingdom

Bachelor of Music Performance (Voice) 1993 - 1995
The University of Melbourne - Melbourne, Australia

ACADEMIC AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS

Joseph Sleight Bursary

The University of Queensland | 2024

Understanding Social Intelligence Using Naturalistic Facial Expressions, $2000
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Best Platform Presentation

Australasian Society for Social and Affective Neuroscience | 2024 Annual Meeting
Visual Saliency and Task Relevance Modulate Oculomotor Behaviour Towards Naturalistic
Faces

Research Training Program Tuition Fee Offset & Full Research Training Program
Stipend
The University of Queensland | 2024 - 2027

Dean’s Award for Academic Excellence
The University of Queensland | 2022, 2023

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Participating Investigator

Interoception and Brain Disorders | Neuroscience School of Advanced Studies, Venice,
Italy

May 10 - 17 2025.

e Personalised one-on-one mentoring from faculty experts Hugo Critchley, Sahib
Khalsa, Sarah Garfinkel, Olaf Blanke, lvan de Araujo, Henry Evrard, and Karin
Roelofs to explore advanced contemporary models of interoception, examining
neural, behavioural, and cognitive perspectives emphasising emerging basic and
clinical treatment approaches.

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Research Assistant

The University of Queensland, Dr Jessica Taubert (ARC Future Fellow) Nov 2021 - Jan
2023.

e Created a novel database of naturalistic expressions of emotion (Wild Faces
Database), including stimuli curation, image processing, participant recruitment
and testing, statistical data analysis, and coordinating Open Science Framework
database. Work published in Nature Scientific Reports as joint First Author.

e Acquired skills in eye tracking, JASP, GitHub and Pavlovia for online testing, and
LaTex templates for drafting and revising final manuscript for publication.

ACADEMIC TEACHING
Casual Academic
The University of Queensland, Feb 2024 - present.

e NEUR2020 Neuroscience for Psychologists | Semester 1, 2025
24 direct contact hours, 50 students | TEVAL Rating: TBC

NATALIE CHRISTIE PELUSO - CV 2



Introduced essential topics across neuroscience relevant for understanding
behaviour (or its disorder) such as learning, executive control, action, and
language, as well as basics of MATLAB for experimentation & analysis.

e PSYC3192 Sensory Neuroscience | Semester 2, 2024
24 direct contact hours, 50 students | TEVAL Rating: None received
Guided students through complex MATLAB coding, psychophysical
experimentation and EEG analysis, desighed comprehensive tutorial slides, and
assessed introductions, Lab Reports and argumentative essays across
contemporary issues in visual neuroscience.

e PSYC1030 Developmental, Social & Clinical Psychology | Semester 1, 2024
24 direct contact hours, 60 students | TEVAL Rating: 4.57
Introduced key scientific methodological frameworks in this heavily teaching-
focused course, through critical analysis & synthesis of psychological research.
Provided tailored feedback and assessed both collaborative and written
assessments.

PUBLICATIONS
Published

Peluso, N., Saurels, B. W., & Taubert, J. (2025). Towards ecological validity in expression
discrimination: Forced-Choice Saccadic Responses to Posed and Naturalistic
Faces. Emotion

Saurels, B. W., Peluso, N., & Taubert, J. (2024) When we mistake a hat for a face: A
behavioral advantage for face pareidolia in peripheral vision. Sci Rep 14, 10040.

Gholamrezaei, A., Guadagnoli, L., Teugels, A., Peluso, N., Fung, A., Van Oudenhove, L., ...
& Keefer, L. (2023). Breathing exercises for the management of gastrointestinal
conditions: protocol for a scoping review. medRxiv, 2023-10.

Long, H., Peluso, N., Baker, C. |, Japee, S., & Taubert, J. (2023). A database of
heterogeneous faces for studying naturalistic expressions. Scientific Reports, 13(1),
5383. *Equally contributing
authors.

Dingle, G. A, Sharman, L. S., Bauer, Z., Beckman, E., Broughton, M., Bunzli, E., Peluso,
N. ... & Wright, O. R. L. (2021). How do music activities affect health and well-
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being? A scoping review of studies examining psychosocial mechanisms. Frontiers
in Psychology, 12, 713818.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

2024
Multidimensional Representation of Naturalistic Facial Attributes in Normal
Adult Ageing. Australasian Society for Cognitive Neuroscience, Newcastle, NSW.

Saccade to the Smile: Visual Saliency and Task Relevance Modulate Oculomotor
Behaviour Towards Naturalistic Faces. Australasian Society for Social & Affective
Neuroscience 10™ Annual Meeting, Melbourne, VIC.

2023
Towards Ecological Validity in Expression Discrimination: Forced-Choice
Saccadic Responses to Posed and Spontaneous Stimuli. Australasian Society for
Cognitive Neuroscience, Sydney, NSW.

2022
Breathing as Behaviour: Revisiting Evidence for Ventilatory Personalities.
Australasian Society for Psychophysiology, Brisbane, QLD.

INVITED TALKS
2024
Understanding Social Intelligence Using Naturalistic Faces.
Cognitive Neuroscience Hub, The University of Melbourne, Melbourne, VIC.

Multidimensional Representation of Naturalistic Facial Attributes in Normal
Adult Ageing.

UQ Social and Affective Neuroscience Collaboration Meeting, The University of
Queensland, Brisbane, VIC.

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS AND SERVICE
Student Representative, HDR Sub-Committee
The University of Queensland, 2025
HDR Representative, Psychology Staff Meeting
The University of Queensland, 2024
Student Member, Executive Committee
Australasian Society for Psychophysiology, 2023
ECR Member, Executive Committee
Australian Music and Psychology Society, 2021 - 2023
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ACTIVE SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS

Australasian Society for Social and Affective Neuroscience (AS4SAN)
Student Member, 2024 - present

Australasian Society for Cognitive Neuroscience (ACNS)

Student Member, 2022 - present

International Society for the Advancement of Respiratory Psychophysiology (ISARP)
Student Member, 2021 - present

Society for Psychophysiological Research (SPR)

Student Member, 2020 - present

Society for Affective Science (SAS)

Student Member, 2020 - present

UQ Social and Affective Neuroscience Group (UQSAN)

Student Member, 2024 - present

REFERENCES

Professor Ethan Scott

Head, Lab for Neural Circuits and Behaviour
Department of Anatomy and Physiology
The University of Melbourne

Honorary Professorial Fellow

Queensland Brain Institute

(Personal Referee, known since 2019)

Associate Professor Jessica Taubert
School of Psychology,
The University of Queensland

(Current PhD Supervisor and professional colleague known since 2021)

Professor Julie Henry

School of Psychology

The University of Queensland
Affiliate Professor
Queensland Brain Institute
The Mater Research Institute

(Current PhD Associate Supervisor)
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